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SUBJECT: ARGENTINA'S HUMAN RIGHTS COMMUNITY FOUR 
YEARS AFTER RESTORATION OF DEMOCRACY 

REF: BUENOS AIRES 12387 



1. CONFIDENTIAL - ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. SUMMARY. FOUR YEARS INTO THE ALFONSIN 
ADMINISTRATION, ARGENTINA'S HUMAN RIGHTS COMMUNITY 
IS BADLY SPLIT. ORGANIZATIONS ARE OPPOSING 
EXONERATION OF ARMED FORCES FOR PAST ABUSES, 

BUT DIVIDED OVER TACTICS. THE COMMUNITY NOW 
BREAKS DOWN INTO THREE IDENTIFIABLE CATEGORIES: 

-- LEFTIST POLITICAL ACTIVISTS WHO ARE OVERTLY 
POLITICIZED ANQ OPERATE VIRTUALLY AS EXTENSIONS 
OF LEFTIST POLITICAL MOVEMENTS. 

— APOLITICAL ACTIVISTS WHO ARE STILL LEFT OF 
CENTER, BUT ATTEMPT TO LIMIT THEIR ORGANIZATIONAL 
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ACTIVITIES TO PURELY HUMAN RIGHTS AFFAIRS. 

-- TWO CONSERVATIVE ORGANIZATIONS WHO ARE 
POLITICIZED FROM THE RIGHT. 
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POLITICIZATION, INFIGHTING, EXCESSIVE RIGIDITY 
ON MILITARY TRIALS, ALTERNATIVE DEMOCRATIC 
CHANNELS, IMPROVED HUMAN RIGHTS CLIMATE, AND 
REDUCED INTERNATIONAL ATTENTION HAVE COMBINED 
TO WEAKEN THE INFLUENCE OF THE ARGENTINE HUMAN 
RIGHTS COMMUNITY. MANY OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
ORGANIZATIONS ARE MOVING FROM TRADITIONAL HUMAN 
RIGHTS ACTIVITIES TO SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAMS. THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMUNITY IS 
UNDOUBTEDLY NOT THE MAJOR POLITICAL PLAYER IT 
WAS FOUR YEARS AGO, BUT IT IS STILL A PLAYER. 
REPORT CLOSES WITH CAPSULE SUMMARIES OF ARGENTINA'S 
12 NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS. END 
SUMMARY. 



3. INTRODUCTION. 



ARGENTINA HAS PERHAPS THE BEST DEVELOPED, MOST 
POLITICALLY ACTIVE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMUNITY IN 
LATIN AMERICA. THE COMMUNITY WAS FORGED IN THE 
CRUCIBLE OF FIRE DURING THE SO-CALLED "DIRTY 
WAR" CONDUCTED BY ARGENTINA'S MILITARY GOVERNMENT 
AGAINST DOMESTIC SUBVERSION FROM 1976-81. THEY 
ACTIVELY INVESTIGATED AND PUBLICIZED ABUSES 
DURING THIS PERIOD. MANY WERE THEMSELVES 
SUBJECTED TO OFFICIAL HARASSMENT; SEVERAL ACTIVISTS 
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DISAPPEARED DURING MILITARY RULE. SOME 
ARGENTINE ORGANIZATIONS ATTAINED INTERNATIONAL 
FAME. THE 'MOTHERS OF THE PLAZA DE MAYO" WERE 
THE FIRST OF MANY "MOTHERS" ORGANIZATIONS. THE 
FOUNDER OF "SERVICIO DE PAZ Y JUSTICIA," ADOLFO 
PEREZ ESQUIVEL, WON THE 1980 NOBEL PEACE PRIZE. 
HIGH PROFILE OR LOW KEY, POLITICALLY ACTIVE OR 
APOLITICAL, ARGENTINA'S HUMAN RIGHTS COMMUNITY 
WELCOMED ARGENTINA'S RETURN TO DEMOCRACY IN 
DECEMBER 1983. 



4. DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS. 



UNCLASSIFIED 



THERE IS UNIVERSAL AGREEMENT IN THE COMMUNITY TTNCT A <J<5TFTT?r» 

THAT THE RETURN TO DEMOCRACY HAS VASTLY IMPROVED VJL ^^^ irLCU 

ARGENTINE HUMAN RIGHTS. ACCUSATIONS AGAINST 

GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES HAVE VIRTUALLY DISAPPEARED. 

ARGENTINE CITIZENS NO LONGER ROUTINELY DISAPPEAR. 

THOSE IMPRISONED DURING MILITARY RULE WITHOUT 

TRIAL AND DUE PROCESS HAVE BEEN RELEASED. THE 

GOVERNMENT'S EFFORTS IN 1984 TO INVESTIGATE AND 

EXPOSE THE ABUSES OF ITS PREDECESSOR (LEADING 

TO PUBLICATION OF THE "NUNCA MAS" REPORT) WERE 

WARMLY APPLAUDED BY HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISTS. 

IN TERMS OF CURRENT HUMAN RIGHTS BEHAVIOR, THE 

LOCAL HUMAN RIGHTS COMMUNITY AGREES THAT THE 

DEMOCRATIC ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT HAS SHIFTED 

FROM THE COLUMN OF "ROUTINELY VIOLATES" TO 

THAT OF " GENERALLY RESPECTS." 
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PARADOXICALLY , DEMOCRACY HAS DIVIDED THE 
ARGENTINE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMUNITY MORE THAN 
MILITARY GOVERNMENT EVER DID. PRIOR TO 
RAUL ALFONSIN'S ASSUMPTION OF OFFICE, ARGENTINA'S 
HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISTS WERE UNITED IN OPPOSITION 
TO A COMMON ADVERSARY -- THE MILITARY GOVERNMENT 
AND ITS ABUSE OF CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY. 
THE SITUATION CHANGED WITH RETURN OF DEMOCRACY. 
THE ALFONSIN GOVERNMENT MADE SEVERAL DECISIONS 
THAT FOUND LITTLE FAVOR AMONG ARGENTINA'S 
HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISTS. MOST INVOLVED 
GOVERNMENT EFFORTS TO CONFRONT THE ISSUE OF 
TRYING MEMBERS OF THE MILITARY FOR PAST ABUSES. 
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6. OPPOSITION TO MILITARY EXONERATION. 



THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMUNITY CONDEMNED THE 1984 
DECISION TO GRANT THE SUPREME COUNCIL OF THE 
ARMED FORCES (THE SUPREME MILITARY COURT) 
AUTHORITY TO TRY CASES INVOLVING MILITARY ABUSES 
DURING THE "DIRTY WAR." THEY OPPOSED THE 1986 
"PUNTO FINAL" STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS AGAINST 
FUTURE MILITARY PROSECUTIONS AND THE 1987 
"DUE OBEDIENCE" LAW EFFECTIVELY DECRIMINALIZING 
ABUSES BY MILITARY PERSONNEL BELOW THE RANK 
OF COLONEL. THEY FOUGHT ALFONSIN'S DECISION NOT 
TO CASHIER SUSPECT MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER HIS INAUGURATION AND PROMOTIONS 
OF OFFICERS SUSPECTED OF PAST ABUSES (PARTICULARLY 
THAT OF NAVY LT. ASTIZ -- SEE REFTEL) . IN 
SHORT, SINCE DECEMBER 1983, ARGENTINA'S HUMAN 
RIGHTS COMMUNITY HAS OPPOSED ALL ACTIONS BY 



UNCLASSIFIED 



THE GOVERNMENT TO LESSEN FULL ACCOUNTABILITY 

OF THE ARMED FORCES FOR ABUSES COMMITTED UNCLASSIFIED 
DURING MILITARY RULE. 



7. POLITICIZATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS COMMUNITY. 



THE ARGENTINE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMUNITY'S MONOLITHIC 
UNITY HAS DISSIPATED. MOST OF THE COMMUNITY 
UNITED AGAINST EXONERATION OF THE ARMED FORCES 
FOR PAST ABUSES , BUT DIFFERED ON POLITICAL 
TACTICS. BY 1984, THE QUESTION WAS POLITICAL 
AND LEGAL AS WELL AS HUMAN RIGHTS. THE 
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ADMINISTRATION WAS AN ELECTED CONSTITUTIONAL 
GOVERNMENT, NOT A MILITARY JUNTA. ITS DECISIONS 
WERE NOT PROMULGATED IN EXTRA-CONSTITUTIONAL 
DECREES, BUT RATHER LEGISLATED THROUGH THE 
NATIONAL CONGRESS AND SUBJECTED TO JUDICIAL 
REVIEW. ALFONSIN'S GOVERNMENT ENJOYED 
WIDESPREAD INTERNATIONAL RESPECT AND DOMESTIC 
POPULARITY. FACED WITH THIS NEW GOVERNMENT, 
ARGENTINA'S HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS DIVIDED 
OVER HOW TO DEAL WITH MILITARY ACCOUNTABILITY 
FOR PAST ABUSES. THEY SEPARATED INTO THREE 
GENERAL CATAGORIES : LEFTIST POLITICAL 
ACTIVISTS, APOLITICAL ACTIVISTS, AND CONSERVATIVES. 



8. LEFTIST POLITICAL ACTIVISTS. 



MANY IN THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMUNITY HAVE MOVED 
OVERTLY TO THE LEFT. THEY NO LONGER EVEN 
MAINTAIN THE FICTION OF POLITICAL NEUTRALITY. 
THEIR FLAGS AND BANNERS ARE SEEN AT COMMUNIST 
AND SOCIALIST PARTY RALLIES. THEIR PUBLIC 
PRONOUNCEMENTS ARE UNBALANCED AND POLITICIZED. 
THEY ADDRESS THEMES UNRELATED TO TRADITIONAL 
HUMAN RIGHTS (FOREIGN DEBT, INTERNATIONAL 
FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS, UNEMPLOYMENT, THE 
AUSTRAL PLAN, HOUSING, AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
POLICY) . SOME OF THE ORGANIZATIONS WERE 
NEVER GENUINELY APOLITICAL, RECEIVING INDIRECT 
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FUNDING AND SUPPORT FROM THE SOVIET BLOC FOR UNCLASSIFIED 
YEARS AND USING HUMAN RIGHTS AS A CONVENIENT 
COVER FOR A POLITICAL AGENDA. THEY ADAMANTLY 
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SUBJECT: ARGENTINA'S HUMAN RIGHTS COMMUNITY FOUR 

OPPOSED EFFORTS TO LESSEN FULL ACCOUNTABILITY 
FOR THE ARMED FORCES AND EXTENDED THAT POSITION 
TO ONE OF GENERAL OPPOSITION TO THE GOVERNMENT. 
NOT SURPRISINGLY, THEY HAVE POOR ACCESS TO AND 
LITTLE CREDIBILITY WITH THE GOVERNMENT. 
PROMINENT IN THIS CATEGORY ARE THE ARGENTINE 
LEAGUE FOR THE RIGHTS OF MAN , MADRES DE PLAZA 
DE MAYO, COMISION DE FAMILIARES DE DESAPARECIDOS , 
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SERVICIO DE PAZ Y JUSTICIA, AND JEWISH MOVEMENT 

FOR HUMAN RIGHTS . UNCLASSIFIED 



9. APOLITICAL ACTIVISTS. 



THIS SECOND GROUP MADE A CONSCIOUS EFFORT TO AVOID 
PARTISAN POLITICS. THE ORGANIZATIONS ARE NO 
LESS ADAMANT IN OPPOSING ARMED FORCES EXONERATION 
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AND EQUALLY LEFT -OF -CENTER ON SOCIO-ECONOMIC 
ISSUES. THEY PHRASE THEIR OPPOSITION IN TRADITIONAL 
HUMAN RIGHTS TERMS, HOWEVER. THEY AVOID ISSUES 
EXTRANEOUS TO HUMAN RIGHTS AND ASSOCIATION 
WITH POLITICAL PARTIES. SOME ARE TORN BY 
INTERNAL FRICTION BETWEEN LEFTIST FACTIONS 
SEEKING GREATER POLITICAL ACTIVITY AND APOLITICAL 
FACTIONS ARGUING FOR NEUTRALITY. THE STRUGGLE 
WITHIN THE PERMANENT ASSEMBLY FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
REACHED THE NATIONAL PRESS SEVERAL TIMES AND 
THE MADRES DE PLAZA DE MAYO ACTUALLY SPLIT IN 
1985 OVER THE QUESTION OF POLITICAL ACTIVITY. 
MOST OF THE ORGANIZATIONS RECEIVE FUNDING FROM 
WESTERN RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS. IN VARYING 
DEGREES, THE PERMANENT ASSEMBLY FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, 
ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, ABUELAS 
DE PLAZA DE MAYO, CENTER FOR LEGAL AND SOCIAL 
STUDIES, AND OFFICE FOR SOLIDARITY WITH 
ARGENTINE EXILES ALL FIT IN THIS APOLITICAL 
GROUPING. 



10 . CONSERVATIVES . 



TWO HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN 
AT THE MARGIN OF THE ARGENTINE HUMAN RIGHTS 
COMMUNITY. OTHER MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY ARGUE 
THEY ARE NOT REALLY HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS 
AT ALL. "RELATIVES OF VICTIMS OF SUBVERSION" 
(FAMUS) WAS CREATED IN 1975 AS AN ALTERNATIVE 
HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATION REPRESENTING THOSE 
VICTIMIZED BY GUERRILLA MOVEMENTS. ANTI -COMMUNIST 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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AND HIGHLY POLITICIZED FROM INCEPTION, FAMUS IS 
A RIGHT-WING REFLECTION OF THE POLITICIZED LEFTIST 
HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS. FAMUS OPPOSES ON 
PRINCIPLE MILITARY TRIALS FOR PAST ABUSES , 
ARGUING THAT EXCESSES IN THE "DIRTY WAR" WERE 
NECESSARY TO ELIMINATE A GREATER EVIL. IT IS 
ASSOCIATED WITH RIGHT-WING ARGENTINE POLITICAL 
MOVEMENTS AND THE ARMED FORCES. A SECOND CONSER- 
VATIVE ORGANIZATION, THE COMMISSION FOR HUMAN 
RIGHTS IN CUBA (CPDHC) , FOCUSES ITS ATTENTION 
ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN CUBA, AND TO A LESSER EXTENT, 
NICARAGUA. IT LOBBIES THE GOA TO TAKE STRONGER ' 
HUMAN RIGHTS STANDS ON CUBA. FAMUS IS FUNDED 
ALMOST ENTIRELY FROM DOMESTIC SOURCES; CPDHC 
LARGELY FROM ABROAD. 



11. THE OFFICIAL HUMAN RIGHTS OFFICE. 



IN 1984, THE INTERIOR MINISTRY CREATED A NEW HUMAN 
RIGHTS OFFICE. HEADED BY UNDER SECRETARY EDUARDO 
RABOSSI, THE OFFICE EVOLVED FROM THE NATIONAL 
COMMISSION ON DISAPPEARANCES (CONADEP) COMMISSIONED 
IN 1984 BY PRESIDENT ALFONSIN TO INVESTIGATE ABUSES 
COMMITTED DURING MILITARY RULE. WHILE ALSO AUTHORIZED 
TO HANDLE CURRENT COMPLAINTS, THE OFFICE 
CONTINUES TO DEAL PRIMARILY WITH PAST MILITARY 
ABUSES. IT COMPILES DATA, FACILITATES FORMAL 
DENUNCIATIONS, AND INVESTIGATES ALLEGATIONS OF 
PAST ABUSES . THE INTERIOR MINISTRY HUMAN RIGHTS 
OFFICE RECEIVES MIXED REVIEWS FROM THE LOCAL 
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMUNITY. APOLITICAL ACTIVISTS 



CONFIDENTIAL 



UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 



NNNN 



CONFIDENTIAL 



PAGE 01 
ACTION HA- 09 



BUENOS 12733 04 OF 07 151825Z 



INFO LOG-00 COPY-01 ADS-00 AID-00 INR-10 SS-00 

CIAE-00 EB-00 DODE-00 H-01 10-19 NSCE-00 
NSAE-00 L-03 LAB-04 TRSE-00 PA-01 STR-17 
INRE-00 RP-10 USIE-00 SP-02 SR-06 PRS-01 
320225 170005Z /63 

R 151746Z DEC 87 
FM AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2689 
INFO AMEMBASSY MONTEVIDEO 
USMISSION GENEVA 

CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 04 OF 07 BUENOS AIRES 12733 

E.O. 12356: DECL: OADR 
TAGS: PHUM, AR 

SUBJECT: ARGENTINA'S HUMAN RIGHTS COMMUNITY FOUR 

CONCEDE THAT RABOSSI ' S OFFICE HAS BEEN HELPFUL 
IN EXPOSING AND INVESTIGATING PAST ABUSES. THEY 
POINT PARTICULARLY TO HIS ASSISTANCE IN PASSING 
CASES TO THE COURTS DURING THE "PUNTO FINAL" 
STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS IN EARLY 1987. THE 
POLITICIZED LEFTISTS CALL HIM AN APOLOGIST FOR 
GOA EFFORTS TO EXONERATE THE MILITARY. 



OIC-02 
ARA-00 
SIL-01 
/087 W 



12. DOMESTIC POLITICAL STRENGTH. 

ARGENTINA'S HUMAN RIGHTS COMMUNITY ENTERED THE 
FIRST YEAR OF THE ALFONSIN ADMINISTRATION WITH 
TREMENDOUS CREDIBILITY AND POLITICAL AUTHORITY. 
MUCH OF IT HAS BEEN CHIPPED AWAY OVER THE LAST 
FOUR YEARS: 
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-- POLITICIZATION WEAKENED THE CREDIBILITY OF 
SOME ORGANIZATIONS. EVEN THOSE WHO REMAINED 
CLEAR OF PARTISAN POLITICS ARE TARRED SOMEWHAT 
BY ASSOCIATION. 

— INFIGHTING WITHIN AND BETWEEN THE ORGANIZATIONS 
WEAKENED UNITY AND DEFLECTED ATTENTION FROM 
GENUINE HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES. 

— REFUSAL TO COMPROMISE ON MILITARY TRIALS MADE 
THE COMMUNITY INCREASINGLY IRRELEVANT ON THIS 
KEY QUESTION. ARGENTINA'S POLITICAL LEADERS 
FINALLY TURNED TO OTHERS FOR COMPROMISES AND 
SOLUTIONS . 

-- DEMOCRACY OPENED OTHER CHANNELS ON HUMAN 
RIGHTS MATTERS. DURING MILITARY RULE, THE 
HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS WERE THE ONLY 
RELIABLE CHANNEL. TODAY ELECTED OFFICIALS, 
PRESS, CHURCH, AND EVEN OFFICIAL HUMAN RIGHTS 
OFFICES OFFER ALTERNATIVES. 

-- FINALLY, DEMOCRACY AND AN IMPROVED HUMAN 
RIGHTS CLIMATE DEFLECTED INTERNATIONAL ATTENTION 
FROM ARGENTINA. THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMUNITY CANNOT 
SUMMON THE SAME LEVEL OF FOREIGN SUPPORT TO ITS 
CAUSES THAT IT COULD DURING MILITARY RULE. 



13. PROSPECTS FOR THE FUTURE. 



ARGENTINE HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS REMAIN A 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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FORCE OF SOME IMPORTANCE. THEY HAVE LOST KEY 
POLITICAL BATTLES SINCE 1983 AND THERE IS 
LITTLE EVIDENCE THEY WILL DO ANY BETTER ON THE 
MILITARY TRIALS ISSUE IN THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE. 
AN IMPROVED HUMAN RIGHTS CLIMATE HAS REDUCED 
THEIR AUTHORITY BOTH DOMESTICALLY AND INTER- 
NATIONALLY. THEY ARE DECIDEDLY LEFT OF THE 
MAIN ARGENTINE BODY POLITIC. THEY STILL HAVE 
MORAL AUTHORITY, NAME RECOGNITION, INDEPENDENT 
SOURCES OF FUNDING, AND EXCELLENT INTERNATIONAL 
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NETWORKS , HOWEVER. SEVERAL OF THE ORGAN I ZA- UNCLASSIFIED 

TIONS ARE NOW GENUINE TRANSNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 

WITH BRANCHES IN OTHER LATIN AMERICAN NATIONS 

SUFFERING HUMAN RIGHTS PROBLEMS. MOST HAVE 

EXPANDED OPERATIONS TO INCLUDE SOCIAL HEALTH 

AND WELFARE, PARTICULARLY IN THE INTERIOR. 

THOSE WHO ELECTED FOR PARTISAN POLITICS HAVE 

STRENGTHENED THEIR RELATIONSHIPS WITH LEFTIST 

POLITICAL MOVEMENTS. THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMUNITY 

IS NO LONGER A MAJOR ARGENTINE POLITICAL PLAYER, 

BUT IT REMAINS A PLAYER NEVERTHELESS. 



14. CAPSULE SUMMARIES: HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS. 



THERE FOLLOWS CAPSULE SUMMARIES OF ARGENTINA'S 
12 NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS IN 
1987. 

-- ARGENTINE LEAGUE FOR THE RIGHTS OF MAN . 
ARGENTINA'S OLDEST HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATION. 
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CREATED IN THE 1930S. IT IS FORMALLY AFFILIATED 
WITH AND RECEIVES MOST OF ITS FUNDING FROM THE 
ARGENTINE COMMUNIST PARTY (PCA) . MAINTAINS 
SOME OFFICES IN THE PROVINCES. THE LEAGUE IS 
CIRCUMSPECT IN DEALING WITH THE U.S. EMBASSY, 
DECLINING SINCE 1986 TO MEET WITH EMBASSY 
OFFICIALS. IT IS OVERTLY POLITICIZED AND MOST 
OTHER HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS MAINTAIN AN 
ARM'S LENGTH POSITION. MEMBERS ARE DECIDEDLY 
LEFTIST, PARTISAN, ANTI-U.S., AND ANT I - ALFONS IN . 
PCA FRONT GROUP. 

-- COMMITTEE OF RELATIVES OF THE DISAPPEARED AND 
POLITICAL PRISONERS. 



CREATED IN 1976 UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE COMMUNIST- 
AFFILIATED LEAGUE FOR THE RIGHTS OF MAN. COMMITTEE'S 
CONNECTION TO THE COMMUNIST PARTY IS THEREFORE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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ONE STEP REMOVED, BUT THE ORGANIZATION CONSISTENTLY 
HEWS TO THE PARTY LINE. MOST OF ITS FUNDING COMES 
THROUGH THE PCA. AS ITS NAME SUGGESTS, THE 
COMMITTEE IS CONCERNED WITH THE VICTIMS OF THE 
"DIRTY WAR." IT HAS CONCENTRATED SINCE 1983 ON 
ARGENTINA'S SO-CALLED "POLITICAL PRISONERS." THE 
COMMITTEE ALLEGES THAT SIX POLITICAL PRISONERS 
STILL REMAIN IN ARGENTINE JAILS. WIDELY REGARDED 
AS PCA FRONT GROUP. 

-- MADRES DE PLAZA DE MAYO. 



PERHAPS THE BEST KNOWN ARGENTINE HUMAN RIGHTS 
ORGANIZATION. FORMED IN 1977 BY A GROUP OF 
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14 WOMEN WHOSE CHILDREN DISAPPEARED DURING THE UNCLASSIFIED 
"DIRTY WAR. " WEARING WHITE SCARVES AND CARRYING 
NAMES AND PHOTOGRAPHS OF MISSING CHILDREN, THE 
"MADRES" HAVE DEMONSTRATED IN BUENOS AIRES' 
MAIN PLAZA EVERY THURSDAY SINCE APRIL 1977. 
ORIGINAL OBJECTIVE WAS TO FORCE THE MILITARY 
GOVERNMENT TO REVEAL THE WHEREABOUTS OF AND 
RELEASE ARGENTINES WHO HAD DISAPPEARED. UNDER 
THE LEADERSHIP OF HEBE BONAFINI, THE MADRES HAVE 
MOVED BEYOND THEIR ORTflT NAL QBTR("!TIVES . THttY 

AKE NOW| loPPOSING 

NT on FOREIGN DEBT , ECONOMIC POLICY , 




THE GO 

HOUSING. AND MILITARY TRIALS 



j AN INTERNAL SPLIT 

IN 1985, WHEN MOST OTHER FOUNDING MEMBERS LEFT 
AND SET UP A RIVAL ORGANIZATION. BONAFINI KEPT 
THE ASSETS AND THE INTERNATIONAL FUNDING, MOST 
OF WHICH COME FROM FOREIGN CHURCH GROUPS AND 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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INSTITUTIONS . I 






Bl 




BESIDES 


WEEKLY 





MARCHES, THE MADRES TRAVEL WIDELY ABROAD, 
PUBLISH SEVERAL PUBLICATIONS, AND CONTINUE TO 
RECEIVE AND COMPILE DENUNCIATIONS ON PAST ABUSES, 
THEY ARE NOW REGULAR FIXTURES AT LEFTIST PO LITICAL 
RALLIES . " ~ ' 



Bl 



-- SERVICIO DE PAZ Y JUSTICIA (SERPAJ) . 

FOUNDED AS AN INTER- AMERICAN MOVEMENT BY ADOLFO 
PEREZ ESQUIVEL IN 1973. AT ONE TIME OR ANOTHER, 
THE MOVEMENT HAS HAD OFFICES IN ARGENTINA, 
CHILE, BRAZIL, AND ECUADOR. PEREZ ESQUIVEL 
DESCRIBES ORGANIZATION AS A PACIFIST HUMAN 
RIGHTS MOVEMENT SEEKING SOCIO-ECONOMIC JUSTICE. 
PEREZ ESQUIVEL WAS IMPRISONED NEARLY TWO YEARS 
BY THE ARGENTINE MILITARY GOVERNMENT (1977-78) 
AND RECEIVED THE NOBEL PEACE PRIZE IN 1980. 



UNCLASSIFIED 



HIS EXPERIENCE AND CLOSE PERSONAL TIES WITH TJNCT AS^TFTFFl 
FORIEGN AND DOMESTIC LEFTIST LEADERS HAVE Vl^l^xwoir 1C1J 
PUSHED HIM FAR TO THE LEFT. UNLIKE OTHER 
LEFTIST HUMAN RIGHTS GROUPS, SERPAJ AVOIDS OVERT 
ASSOCIATION WITH POLITICAL PARTIES. SOME 
FUNDING COMES FROM ARGENTINE AND FOREIGN 
CHURCH ORGA NIZATIONS, SOME FROM INTERNATIONAL 
FOUNDATIONS I 
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ABROAD FREQUENTLY AND ENJOYS AN EXCELLENT m 
INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT NETWORK. 

-- JEWISH HUMAN RIGHTS MOVEMENT (MJDH) . 

FOUNDED IN 1982 BY HERMAN SCHILLER, A LEFT-WING 
ARGENTINE POLITICAL ACTIVIST SINCE THE 1960S. 
MJDH IS NOT ASSOCIATED WITH THE ORGANIZED JEWISH 
COMMUNITY AND SCHILLER ESTABLISHED HIS MOVEMENT 
BECAUSE OF FRUSTRATION WITH JEWISH INSTITUTIONAL 
CONSERVATISM. NEVERTHELESS, HE ARGUES THAT 

ARGENTINA'S JEWS WERE SINGLED OUT FOR ABUSE 
DURING MILITARY RULE. MJDH IS SMALL, POLITICIZED, 
AND LEFTIST. SCHILLER RECEIVES MOST OF HIS 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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FUNDING FROM INTERNATIONAL JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS. 

-- PERMANENT ASSEMBLY FOR HUMAN RIGHTS (APDH) . 

CREATED IN 1975, THE LARGEST HUMAN RIGHTS 
ORGANIZATION IN ARGENTINA. APDH HAS 68 OFFICES 
AROUND THE COUNTRY. LEADERSHIP INCLUDES SENIOR 
REPRESENTATIVES OF MOST POLITICAL PARTIES (HONORARY 
PRESIDENT IS RAUL ALFONSIN) , CHURCHES, LABOR 
UNIONS, BUSINESS ORGANIZATIONS, EDUCATIONAL 
INSTITUTIONS, AND CULTURAL ASSOCIATIONS. ASSEMBLY 
OPERATES ON CONSENSUS, WHICH PREVENTS IT FROM 
MOVING TOO FAR RIGHT OR LEFT. SINCE INCEPTION, 
APDH HAS DOCUMENTED THOUSANDS OF DISAPPEARANCE' 
CASES. IT CONTINUES TO RECEIVE AND PROCESS 
DENUNCIATIONS. IN 1987, THE ASSEMBLY STRUGGLED 
WITH INTERNAL FRICTION CAUSED BY THUS FAR 
UNSUCCESSFUL LEFTIST ATTEMPTS TO SEIZE OPERATIONAL 
CONTROL OF THE ORGANIZATION. APDH IS WIDELY 
REGARDED AS AN APOLITICAL ARGENTINE HUMAN RIGHTS 
ORGANIZATION. IT RECEIVES MOST OF ITS FUNDING 
FROM THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, WITH ADDITIONAL 
FUNDS FROM EUROPEAN FOUNDATIONS AND DOMESTIC 
SOURCES . 

— ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS (MEDH) . 

THE ONLY ARGENTINE HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATION 
DIRECTLY AND FORMALLY ASSOCIATED WITH LOCAL 
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CHURCHES. FOUNDED IN 1976 BY REPRESENTATIVES T T>j rT AQCTUTUr* 
OF ARGENTINA'S CHRISTIAN CHURCHES AND RECEIVES 
MOST OF ITS FUNDING THROUGH CHURCH INSTITUTIONS 
(PRIMARILY THROUGH WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES) 
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MEDH FOCUSED EFFORTS ON PROVIDING ECONOMIC 
ASSISTANCE TO HUMAN RIGHTS VICTIMS AND THEIR 
FAMILIES DURING MILITARY RULE- MEDH HUMAN RIGHTS 
ACTIVITIES HAVE REDUCED SINCE 1983. THE ORGANIZA- 
TION NOW FOCUSES MORE ON TRADITIONAL SOCIO-ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS. GENERALLY REGARDED AS 
APOLITICAL. 

— ABUELAS DE PLAZA DE MAYO. 

THE ABUELAS ("GRANDMOTHERS") WERE FORMED IN 1977 
FOR EXPRESS PURPOSE OF REUNITING CHILDREN OF 
THOSE WHO DISAPPEARED DURING MILITARY RULE WITH 
THEIR FAMILIES. THUS THE NAME "GRANDMOTHERS OF 
THE PLAZA DE MAYO." THE ORGANIZATION IS LARGELY 
TECHNICAL. THEY USE SCIENTIFIC AND MEDICAL 
INVESTIGATIONS TO ESTABLISH PARENTAGE, BRING 
CIVIL CASES BEFORE ARGENTINE COURTS, AND RECOVER 
CHILDREN UNLAWFULLY "ADOPTED" WHEN THEIR PARENTS 
DISAPPEARED. THE ABUELAS CONSCIOUSLY REFRAIN 
FROM POLITICS. THEY HAVE ESTABLISHED CLOSE 
WORKING RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE COURTS. 

-- CENTER FOR LEGAL AND SOCIAL STUDIES (CELS) . 

FORMED IN 1979 AS AN ORGANIZATION DEVOTED 
EXCLUSIVELY TO HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES. HEADED 
SINCE INCEPTION BY EMILIO FERMIN MIGNONE, A 
FORMER GOM OFFICIAL (PERONIST) WHO LOST A SON 
DURING THE "DIRTY WAR. " MIGNONE DISCRIBES THE 
ACTIVITIES OF CELS AS THREEFOLD: LEGAL ASSISTANCE 
TO VICTIMS OF HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES, PUBLICATION 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS MATERIALS, AND MAINTAINING 
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CONTACT WITH INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS 
ORGANIZATIONS. CELS IS A MEMBER OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION OF JURISTS AND THE INTER- 
NATIONAL LEAGUE OF HUMAN RIGHTS. CELS PROBABLY 
MAINTAINS ARGENTINA'S BEST FILES ON DISAPPEARANCES 
DURING MILITARY RULE. THE ORGANIZATION AVOIDS 
ACTIVITIES NOT STRICTLY RELATED TO HUMAN RIGHTS. 
IT HAS STAYED CLEAR OF POLITICAL ACTIVITIES. 

-- OFFICE OF SOLIDARITY FOR ARGENTINE EXILES (OSEA) . 

FORMED IN 1983 BY THREE OTHER HUMAN RIGHTS 
ORGANIZATIONS, AFTER MOST ABUSES HAD CEASED AND 
JUST BEFORE ALFONSIN INAUGURATION. PURPOSE WAS 
TO FACILITATE THE RETURN OF EXILES AND PRISONERS 
TO ARGENTINE SOCIETY. OSEA WORKED CLOSELY WITH 
THE UNHCR FROM 1983-85. OVER THE PAST YEARS, THE 
NUMBER OF RETURNING ARGENTINE EXILES HAS 
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DWINDLED; OSEA OPERATIONS HAVE REDUCED ACCORDINGLY. 
TO THE EXTENT IT STILL OPERATES, OSEA NOW WORKS 
AS AN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AGENCY. OSEA HAS 
REMAINED OUTSIDE ARGENTINE POLITICS. 

RELATIVES OF VICTIMS OF SUBVERSION (FAMUS) . 

AS MENTIONED ABOVE, FAMUS IS THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
ORGANIZATION GENERALLY DISCLAIMED BY THE REST 
OF THE COMMUNITY. FAMUS CLAIMS 5-6000 MEMBERS 
SINCE ITS INFORMAL CREATION IN 1975. VIRTUALLY 
ALL MEMBERS ARE RELATIVES OF ARMED FORCES 
PERSONNEL. FAMUS IS RIGHT-WING, RECEIVING ITS 
FUNDS FROM LIKE -MINED SUPPORTERS IN ARGENTINA. 
IT IS INFORMALLY ASSOCIATED WITH THE EXTREME 
POLITICAL RIGHT. RUMORS SUGGEST POTENTIAL 
COUP PLOTTERS USE FAMUS AS A PUBLIC STALKING 
HORSE ON THEIR ISSUES. 

-- COMMITTEE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS IN CUBA (CPDHC) . 

CPDHC OPENED ITS ARGENTINA OFFICE IN 1985 AS THE 
FIRST LATIN AMERICAN BRANCH OF FORMER CUBAN 
POLITICAL PRISONER ARMANDO VALLADARES' WORLDWIDE 
MOVEMENT . UNDER THE ENERGETIC LEADERSHIP OF 
MARIA TERESA REVIRIEGO, CPDHC ACTIVELY PURSUES 
THE CAUSE OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN CUBA. THE GROUP 
HAS OCCASIONALLY TAKEN UP THE CAUSE OF NICARAGUA 
AS WELL. MOST CPDHC FUNDING COMES FROM A 
YEARLY GRANT FROM THE NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR 
DEMOCRACY. REVIRIEGO AND MOST OF HER STAFF 
ARE ASSOCIATED WITH ARGENTINA'S MAIN 
CONSERVATIVE (AS OPPOSED TO RIGHT-WING) 
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POLITICAL PARTIES. ARGENTINA'S "MAINSTREAM" 
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMUNITY TEND NOT TO ASSOCIATE 
WITH CPDHC BECAUSE OF THEIR FOCUS ON INTERNATIONAL 
MATTERS AND THEIR POLITICAL CONSERVATISM. 
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